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vie\vs enunciated in that author's writings. This gives as result a most flattering reflection of La Mettrie's character as a thinker. Unfortunately the real La Mettrie was rambling, incoherent, and self-contradictory to the last degree. It would, in consequence, not be difficult to make about as truthful a picture of him as Lange's, and from materials likewise supplied by his own books, yet which should represent him, in accordance with the description of D'Argens, as "fou, au pied de la lettre." "Sa tete," says Diderot, "est si troublee et ses ide'es sont & tel point de'cousues, que, dans la me*me page, une assertion sense'e est heurte'e par une assertion folle, et une assertion folle par une assertion sense'e."
NOTE XIIL, page 96.
MlRABAUD  AND  VON  HOLBACH.
J. B. de Mirabaud died in 1760, ten years before the publication of the ' Systeme de la Nature' which bore his name on its title-page. Naigeon says that he had seen a MS. of Mirabaud, entitled <Des Lois du monde physique et du monde morale/ in which views similar to those in the ' Systeme' were advocated. If this statement could be relied on, the conjecture might be permitted that the MS. was made use of by Holbach and his friends. Mirabaud was, undoubtedly, a materialist and an enemy of Christianity, although, perhaps, not an atheist. His 'Sentiments des philosophes sur la nature de Tame' (1743), and *Le Monde, son origine et son antiquite" (1751), show quite clearly to what school .of